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Shipping was put on alert Friday over potential attacks against targets in Houthi-
controlled port areas inside the wider Gulf region. 

In its latest report, the United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO), which 
operates a voluntary reporting scheme (VRS) for the Indian Ocean, specifically Red Sea, Gulf 
of Aden, and Arabian Sea, advises vessels to exercise extreme caution in the vicinity of ports 
that have been subjected to previous strikes. 

UKMTO says ship operators need to consider if ongoing navigation/operations in those 
areas are necessary. 

“Despite the reduction in reported threat levels inside the wider Gulf region, vessels are 
reminded that there remains a high threat of collateral damage to vessels visiting Houthi 
controlled ports in the event of any further strikes against targets in these port areas,” 
UKMTO said in an advisory note on Friday. 

UKMTO advised vessels to exercise extreme caution in the vicinity of ports that have been 
subjected to previous strikes, and to “consider carefully whether the risk of ongoing 
navigation/operations in those areas remains judicious.” 

The regional threat level in the Middle East is assessed as significant, as specific areas still 
face threats. 



Earlier this year, Israeli fighter jets struck a key Yemeni port on the Red Sea coast hitting 
dozens of Houthi targets and surrounding areas. Additionally, the status of the U.S. and 
Houthi ceasefire remains fragile following the U.S. attack on Iranian nuclear sites. 

Washington is pushing now Iran to enter negotiations over the future of its nuclear 
programme. Both the US and Israel have declared that Iran cannot be allowed to develop 
nuclear weapons.  

Following recent US and Israeli strikes, Iran has voted to suspend its co-operation with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

In a joint statement released by the US State Department on July 1, the G7 foreign ministers 
of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States of 
America and the High Representative of the European Union, call on Iran to urgently 
resume full cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as required by 
its safeguards obligations and provide the IAEA with verifiable information about all nuclear 
material in Iran, including by providing access to IAEA inspectors. 

Iran on Thursday has restated its commitment to the NPT and its Safeguards Agreement 
while rejecting Germany’s criticism over Iran’s decision to halt cooperation with the IAEA. 

Iranian foreign minister Abbas Araghchi posted on X (formerly Twitter) that “in accordance 
with the new legislation by Majlis, sparked by the unlawful attacks against our nuclear 
facilities by Israel and the U.S., our cooperation with iaeaorg will be channeled through 
Iran’s Supreme National Security Council for obvious safety and security reasons.” 

During a briefing on Wednesday, July 2, US State Department spokesperson Tammy Bruce 
said that Iran has an opportunity to pursue peace and warned its leadership against 
refusing to cooperate with the IAEA. 

“First of all – and I want to get this correct here – it is – we’ll use the word “unacceptable” – 
that Iran chose to suspend cooperation with the IAEA at a time when it has a window of 
opportunity to reverse course and choose a path of peace and prosperity. Iran must 
cooperate fully without further delay,” Bruce said. 

After Trump’s strategic strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities, the truce has temporarily halted a 
conflict that threatened to spiral into a regional war. 

Despite chatter about diplomacy, a formal peace however between Israel and Iran remains 
far-fetched. 

Bruce insisted that the US president is committed to ensuring that Iran “cannot and will not 
have a nuclear weapon.” 

“It is worth repeating, as we’ve made tremendous strides to this through Donald’s Trump’s 
leadership: Iran cannot and will not have a nuclear weapon,” she said. 

 


